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	Roman soldiers


After about 100 BC, the Celts in mainland Europe came under attack from German and Central European warriors. From Italy, toot, Roman armies marched northwards to conquer the Gauls. 
In 55 BC the Roman general Julius Caesar landed near Deal, in Kent, with 10,000 troops. 
[image: ]He met with furious resistance, but returned the following year with 
at least  30,000 foot soldiers and 2000 cavalry. This time they crossed 
the River Thames and invaded the tribal lands of the Catuvellauni, 
Belgic Celts who had settled around St Albans. After a long fight, 
the British Celts promised to pay tribute to Rome so they were left 
in peace. 
Nearly a hundred years later, after Caesar’s death, a new invasion 
took place led by the unpopular Emperor Claudius who wanted to 
conquer a new land to get the support of the people of Rome. 
In AD 42, he raised an army that was 40,000 strong, four legions of 
soldiers and an equal number of cavalrymen crossed the Channel in 
three divisions, landing on the south coast. Claudius’s intention was to bring the whole of Britain under Roman rule. The Romans wanted to invade Britain to expand their empire, to look for riches like : copper, gold, iron and tin and also to find good land for farming.
Many Celtic tribes tried to resist but the Romans troops, under general Aulus Plautius defeated them. The biggest battle was fought by the River Medway where the Romans broke throught the massed tribes. Advancing through Essex, the Romans captured Camulodunum (Colchester). It was there that the Emperor Claudius took surrender of 11 tribes.  
[image: Résultat de recherche d'images pour "roman warship"][image: ]All in all, it took about four years for the invaders to finally gain control over southern England, and another 30 years to conquer all the West country and the mountains and the valleys of Wales.
	

	

[image: Image associée]When the Romans came to Britain they brought their way of life with them. Over time, the people of Britain and the Romans mixed. The Britons began to live the Roman lifestyle and the Romans took on local customs.
The Romans built new towns. 
These were often protected by walls 
and there was everything a citizen of 
Roman Britain would need inside – 
houses, shops, meeting spaces, 
workshops, temples and bathhouses.
Every town had public baths. 
The baths were a Roman  institution, 
and most town inhabitants  went there 
every day. They were open to both 
sexes, though at different times of day. 
[image: Résultat de recherche d'images pour "roman amphitheatre in britain"]Many towns also offered the entertainments of the theatre and amphitheatre. The theatre was an open air tiered clam-shell offering shows from classical plays, 
pantomime to religious festivals. In the amphitheatre which 
was an open air oval, people could see gladiatorial combats, 
contests between men and animals, and public executions. 
The Romans also introduced new foods into Britain, among them celery, cabbages, radishes, cucumbers, broad beans and walnuts. Romans cooked on charcoal stoves. Olive oil was imported. So were olives, figs and grapes. Wine was also imported (although the Romans attempted to grow vines in Britain). The Romans were also very fond of fish sauce called liquamen. They also liked oysters, which were exported from Britain. A Roman dining room was called a triclinium. The Romans ate a breakfast of bread and fruit called the ientaculum. At midday they ate a meal called the prandium of fish, cold meat, bread and vegetables. The main meal was called the cena and was eaten in the evening.
[image: Image associée][image: Image associée]What the Romans were most famous for is their roads. 
To make sure soldiers and supplies could move from town 
to town quickly, the Romans made their roads as straight 
as possible and  connected their cities and military bases 
with a network of engineered roads that stretched across 
Britain. These roads, with their well-known post-Roman names 
– such as Fosse Way and Ermine Street – are often still in use 
as highways. The word ‘street’ (from strata, meaning road) is one of the few Latin words to have remained in continuous use since the Roman period.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Romans ruled Britain for nearly 400 years from 43 AD to 410 AD. They left Britain to defend their homeland in Italy which was being threatened by barbarians such as the Goths and the Vandals but they left a lasting legacy on the culture of Britain. Roman construction such as aqueducts, roads, and concrete had a lasting impact on the people of Britain. Other aspects of Roman culture that remained in England included the Julian calendar, Roman laws and government, and many words from the Latin language. 
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