
Painting and Decorating:  

what is in the job? 

 

A painter and decorator works in the commercial and public sectors and is responsible for 
the external and internal appearance of a building and its protection from water, rust, mould 
and insects. The painter and decorator has a continuing responsibility to work professionally 
and interactively with the client in order to give satisfaction and thus maintain and grow the 
business. Painting and decorating is closely associated with other parts of the construction 5 

industry, and with the many products that support it. 

The painter and decorator works internally and externally in very diverse environments, for 
example in companies, factories, schools, hotels, the homes of clients and on building sites 
in all weather conditions. He or she may offer a range of services, including interpreting 
client requirements/drawings, advising on designs/colours, painting, spraying, decorative 10 

coatings, wallpapering, gilding and sign writing to a high standard. 

Work organization and self-management, communication and interpersonal skills, problem 
solving, innovation, creativity, and the ability to prepare surfaces thoroughly with meticulous 
care and work accurately are the universal attributes of the outstanding painter and 
decorator. In a mobile labour market, the painter and decorator may work in teams, or 15 

alone, or in both from time to time. 

https://www.worldskills.org/what/career/skills-explained/construction-and-building-

technology/painting-and-decorating/ 


