SEQUENCE DEBUT 2NDE :
MISSISSIPPI

Niveau du CECRL : A2 / B1

Classes concernées : 2nde

Theme(s) culturel(s) : « PArt de Vivre Ensemble »
Notions : « Sentiment d’Appartenance » et « Mémoire »

Activités langagieres privilégiées : expression orale en continu et
en interaction

Autres activités développées : compréhension écrite

Tache finale : PPC
Récit de la vie d’un musicien noir pris en auto-stop sur la Route
61 [ 1 1]




Supports:

Videos : - « Mississippi : Find Your True South »= youtube.com/watch?v=CldH68Do5uc
- Scene du film « Mud » réalisé par Jeff Nichols (2012)

Textes : - Extrait de « Life On The Mississippi River », Mark Twain (1883)
- deux extraits de « The Adventures of Tom Sawyer », Mark Twain (1876)

- « Discovering the Blues » : un extrait de bande-dessinée tiré de « The Blues Comic Book »,
Josh Cohen (2011)

- un extrait de « The Blues Highway », Richard Knight (2003)

Chanson : « Cross Road Blues », Robert Johnson (1936)

Evaluations:

Expression orale (tdche intermédiaire et tache finale)

Compréhension écrite et expression écrite (évaluation finale)
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Objectifs
grammaticaux

Objectifs lexicaux

Objectifs culturels

Objectifs pragmatiques

Séquence de début
d’année= rebrassage
grammatical de
points vus au colléege

Présent simple et
BE+ING/ Prétérit
simple

Superlatifs

Composition des
mots : suffixes

. Vocabulaire pour exprimer ses
sentiments

. Vocabulaire « géographique »
(lié au fleuve le Mississippi)

. Vocabulaire descriptif
( d’un lieu/endroit)

Vocabulaire lié a
I'analyse littéraire
(amorce)

° Reprise et Approfondissement du

théme culturel abordé en fin de 3¢ :

Mississipi River (caractéristiques
« physiques » + rappel états
traversés)

Etat du Mississippi :
éléments culturels et
historiques

° Etude d’extraits d’'une autre ceuvre
emblématique de la
littérature américaine
« Tom Sawyer »

. Le Mississippi en tant que source
d’inspiration artistique : domaine
musical, cinématographique et |
littéraire

° Savoir utiliser le visuel
pour confirmer les
hypothéses

*  Savoir repérer les
éléments implicites
d’un texte et le ton

adopté par I'auteur

. Donner son opinion et
organiser son propos
de fagon structurée

* Savoir développer un
esprit critique et un esprit
d’analyse




Séance 1 : MISSISSIPPI : INTRODUCTION

-Brainstorming “Mississippi” = a state in the Southern United-States

Jackson = the state capital

a river The Mississippi River

a slave state/ slavery/ Civil War
black people “African Americans
music: jazz, blues, gospel
Hurricane Katrina (2005)

-Show a map of the USA
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-Video: Mississippi find your true South
(= 1.43/ arrét image : Guitare Gibson)

2 groups
1. Group 1 focuses on pictures (A2)
2. Group 2 focuses on what is said / the voice-over (B1)

° ler visionnage : découverte du document par les éleves
° 2e visionnage : prise de notes des éleves
° Mise en commun : éléments repérés notés au tableau : PICTURES / VOICE-OVER
° 3e visionnage pour vérification des éléments notés au tableau at apport
supplémentaire

+ arrét sur images montrant des pancartes donnant des informations sur des
personnalités et ou lieux emblématiques du Mississippi : Elvis Presley, Jimmie Rodgers,

Highway 61 ,Tennesse Williams .. Cet arrét sur images peut également étre fait lors d’un
autre visionnage.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIdH68Do5uc

Mise en commun des éléments repérés
Repérages possibles avec classement des éléments en différentes
catégories :

GROUP 1 : Pictures :
wide spaces / nature / the countryside / farms / fields (+ the rocking
chair) : idea of freedom/ peace and quiet

outdoor sports: people cycling, fishing, hunting, canoeing, rock
climbing : well-being

cooking : food / restaurants + family gathering: idea of happiness

music and songs: blues club / a notice on which “Birthplace of Elvis
Presley” is written, singer-popular music + a notice on which “Jimmie
Rodgers = father of country music” is written + another notice: Highway
61 BLUES “rivals Route 66 as the most famous road in American music
lore” (= traditions Jand customs/ blues/ guitar/black musicians..

literature: another notice: “First home of Tennessee Williams” = one of
America's leading playwrights = “Streetcar Named Desire”, “Cat on a
Hot Tin Roof”



Group 2 : Voice-Over

Voice-over:

the most Southern place — Southern culture- textures- aromas-
sites/sights and sounds- generations past, present and future-
Mississippi once is and always will be the true South- unparalleled
culture- unimaginable cuisine- exhilarating games of chance — sports of
skill- crossroads of history- a landscape of opportunities.

++ adjectives: refined, authentic, sincere, diverse +
preserved/appreciated = A paradise on earth.

Conclusion (a partir des mots et expressions donnés par les éleves
notés au tableau) :

Mississippi is a unique place on earth, a paradise on earth. It is a
dreamland. People live in harmony with nature, close to nature.
Mississippi is home to some famous artists in the world of literature
and music.

Mississippi is the most Southern place: a historic place, with an artistic
and a historic heritage, the birthplace of blues.



En fin de parcours, repérage : type de document / ce que cela implique

It is a commercial, it is biased, not neutral/ Only the assets.

So, they insist on the bright sides of Mississippi / they show the positive aspects of
Life in Mississippi. They do not mention any seamy sides : no poverty, unemployment,
tension and social inequality between blacks and whites

Homework donné aux éléves : Notes cahier avec vocabulaire/expressions a apprendre

+ Webquest : the Mississippi River

How many states does the Mississippi River run throu; /i
Show its itinerary on the map you were given. ome.
Look up the word “bayou” in the dictionary. e [®

aaaaa

A bayou = marshy ( wet and muddy) or sluggish body of water.
especially in the south-eastern part of the US, any of various bodies of water
with slow current and lots of water plants.



SEANCE 2 : FROM THE STATE TO THE RIVER
- Warming-up sur la Webquest
- Travail repérage lexical sur un extrait de « Life On The Mississippi » Mark Twain

CHAPTER |
THE RIVER AND ITS HISTORY

1 THE Mississippi is not a commonplace river, but on the contrary is in all
ways remarkable.

Considering the Missouri, its main branch, it is the longest river in the
world: four thousand three hundred miles.

5 It seems safe to say that it is also the crookedest river in the world.{...)
It is a remarkable river in this: that instead of widening toward its mouth,
it grows narrower; grows narrower and deeper.

The Mississippi is remarkable in still another way: its disposition to
make prodigious jumps, by cutting through narrow necks of land, and

10 thus straightening and shortening itself.

These cut-offs have had curious effects: they have thrown several river
towns out into the rural districts, and built up sand bars and forests in
front of them.

From «Life on the Mississippi» , by Mark Twain (1883)



Repérage adjectifs se référant au Mississippi River et conclusion :

Pick out the adjectives used to refer to the River.
= not commonplace
remarkable
=it has prodigious jumps
= the longest river
= the crookedest river
= it grows narrower and narrower and deeper

Conclusion = It is unique.
It is different from other rivers.

Repérage formation de trois verbes se référant au Mississippi River
Focus on the three words. Study their composition.
it straightens shortens widens

Adj (straight/short/wide) + en = Verb - to make or become short/straight/wide

Conclusion quant au paysage autour du Mississippi River :
a varied landscape/ diversity : river, towns, forests, sand bars...



Travail sur une scene du film « MUD »:

(début du film a partir de 2.10 jusqu'a 6.31)

exemple de démarche avec consignes données avant chaque visionnage + travail en
bindOmes avant mise en commun en classe

ler visionnage :

Watch the scene and get ready to answer the questions: where/who/what?

Réponses possibles :

The scene takes place on the bank/shore of / on the Mississippi River. Two teenagers/
teenage boys are taking a motor boat to go to an island which seems to be uninhabited /
a desert island.They have come there to see a boat / an abandoned boat stuck in a tree /
they get in the boat.

2e visionnage :

Watch the scene again and concentrate on the island : what it looks like : a paradise
island or not?

Réponses possibles :

At first sight, it looks like an paradise island because it is beautiful, a large stretch of sand,
a forest. It is quiet/ they are alone and free.

On the other hand, there is some danger: they can see some prints (inside the boat)
There are some water snakes = moccasins= dangerous bite = death. So, it can also be

a hostile and dangerous place.

It is also a place where they can have adventures, they are free, independent, together
(no parents, no adults). They are attracted to the unknown.




3e visionnage :

Watch again and focus on the boat: be ready to describe it and the boys'
reactions/feelings

Réponses possibles :

The boat is not in good repair, it is stuck in a tree. So, it can't move. It is dirty. It is
abandoned, stranded.

However it represents a shelter for the boys , their new home

They look happy, glad, pleased, delighted. They are wonder-struck, it is like a dream
for them.

En fin de parcours:

What does this story/scene make you think of? (Literature)

Robinson Crusoe

On the Mississippi : the Adventures of Huck Finn (qui aura été étudié en 3e)/ Tom
Sawyer

Travail donné en Homework :

->Homework

-Oral work : - Get ready to present the extract from the film (notes cahier) PPC (A2)
- Develop what the story makes you think of : give examples of other

stories, pieces of literature (B1)

(ce dernier travail peut également étre proposé a I'écrit : 50/80 words)




SEANCE 3 :
- Warming-up : Presentation scene de MUD + Other examples of stories
- Focus on : un extrait de « The Adventures Of Tom Sawyer » , Mark Twain (1876)

TEXT :

About midnight Tom arrived with a boiled ham and a few trifles (...) at the meeting place.
It was starlight, and very still. The mighty river lay like an ocean at rest.

Tom listened a moment, but no sound disturbed the quiet. Then he gave a low, distinct
whistle.(... )Tom whistled twice more; these signals were answered in the same way.
Then a guarded voice said:

"Who goes there?"

"Tom Sawyer, the Black Avenger of the Spanish Main. Name your names."

"Huck Finn the Red-Handed, and Joe Harper the Terror of the Seas." Tom had furnished
these titles from his favorite literature.

"'Tis well. Give the countersign."

Two hoarse whispers delivered the same awful word simultaneously to the brooding
night:

"BLOOD!"

Then Tom tumbled his ham over the bluff and let himself down after it, tearing both skin
and clothes to some extent in the effort. There was an easy, comfortable path along the
shore under the bluff, but it lacked the advantages of difficulty and danger so valued

by a pirate.



Démarche possible : Répartition de la classe en 2 groupes de travail

Group 1 — A2: Pick out words referring to the time of the day, the setting (=place),
characters, actions + Don’t read the last paragraph

Group 2 — B1: Pick out words/expressions referring to their game and be ready to say what
their game consisted of + focus on the last paragraph and say which tone is used here.

Apres un temps de travail (environ 15 mns), mise en commun en classe avec recap. noté
au tableau:

Réponses attendues /possibles :

GROUP 1

Time Of the day + setting : "midnight", "starlight"”, "brooding night", “no sound”, “quiet”,
“still”, “at rest” + “the meeting place” = in the middle of the night, away from home,

in a desert/uninhabited place, everything was so quiet, it seemed strange/weird.

People: “Tom Sawyer” = “the Black Avenger”, “Huck Finn” = “the Red-Handed” and
“Joe Harper” = “the Terror of the Seas” =real names and nicknames

Actions: they “whistled” at each other, used “signals”, answered each other and
pronounced the same word: “Blood”.




GROUP 2 :

Their game : repérage key-words + conclusion quant a leur jeu :
Key-words : "signals", "titles", “the countersign” "
Conclusion (possible):

The boys played roles, they invented their own rules / their own signs/ their own
password. They planned everything like adults. They pretended they were heroes .
their countersign/password « Blood » suggests that it was for them a dangerous
adventure. They could die, maybe kill , take their revenge...

nw o »n

simultaneously", “the same word”:

Tone (last paragraph) : Cette tache sera faite avec l'aide du professeur qui va les aider
a repérer le contraste entre « the easy, comfortable path » et « the difficulty and
danger so valued by a pirate » - Opposition: REALITY/FICTION
DANGER/SAFTEY or SECURITY-
et ainsi percevoir le ton ironique adopté par 'auteur.
En fin de parcours, bref échange sur les valeurs illustrées dans le texte :
Which values are illustrated in the text ?
Réponses possibles : friendship- courage- freedom- justice ..

Puis,

Travail phonologique from “Who goes there ? ... to “BLOOD!” avec l'aide de I'assistant
ou d’un éléve anglophone. ( Les éléves repérent/soulignent les mots accentués et
I'intonation des phrases)



+ + En fin de séance:

-Présentation de la tache intermédiaire (tache orale) PPI

-Jouer une scene de l'extrait étudié a partir de "Who goes there? " jusqu'a "BLOOD !
+

-Imaginer la suite : I'endroit qu'ils découvrent le long du Mississippi, les dangers
éventuels, leurs rencontres, leurs sentiments ... (5 répliques chacun).

>Homework :

1. Learn your role” : Apprendre sa réplique/ ses répliques (Tom Sawyer : 2 répliques/
Huck Finn : 2 répliques/ Joe Harper : 2 répliques)

2. Read excerpt 2 (cf. diapositive suivante) and concentrate on what you learn about:
place, time, characters.

What is the link between the 2 extracts? Justify.



Extrait n® 2 de «Tom Sawyer », Mark Twain (donné en Homework)

As the two boys walked sorrowing along, they made a new_compact tc
stand by each other and be brothers and never separate till death relievec
them of their troubles. Then they began to lay their plans. Joe was foi
being a hermit, and living on crusts in a remote cave, and dying, some
time, of cold and want and grief; but after listening to Tom, he concedec
that there were some conspicuous advantages about a life of crime, and sc
he consented to be a pirate.

Three miles below St. Petersburg, at a point where the Mississippi River
was a trifle over a mile wide, there was a long, narrow, wooded island
with a shallow bar at the head of it, and this offered well as a rendezvous
It was not inhabited; it lay far over toward the further shore, abreast ¢
dense and almost wholly unpeopled forest. So Jackson's Island was
chosen. Who were to be the subjects of their piracies was a matter that dic
not occur to them.

Then they hunted up Huckleberry Finn, and he joined them promptly, for
all careers were one to him; he was indifferent. They presently separatec
to meet at a lonely spot on the river-bank two miles above the village at
the favorite hour -- which was midnight. There was a small log raft there
which they meant to capture. Each would bring hooks and lines, and suck
provision as he could steal in the most dark and mysterious way -- as
became outlaws.

A compact = an agreement



SEANCE 4

-Homework: recap (avec “correction” notée au tableau a partir des réponses données par
les éleves et apport lexical)

The same boys in the 2 extracts but just “the two boys” and “their plans”, “a rendezvous”,
“Jackson’s island was chosen”, “they separated to meet (...) at their favorite hour, which was
midnight”. It is evident/obvious this scene took place before. They were planning their
“mysterious” adventure as “outlaws™*”.

They were getting *ready to run away/to get into mischief/ to get into trouble /

to do something bad or wrong or controversial. (A sort of climax)

-Préparation de la tache intermédiaire PPI : 30mn.
Fin de séance 4 : les groupes volontaires peuvent jouer la scene, les autres s’enregistrent.



SEANCE 5

A SONG : CROSSROAD BLUES, by Robert Johnson (1936)

Dans un premier temps, les éleves vont écouter les premieres notes de ce document pour
repérer le genre musical, I'instrument utilisé et donner leurs premieres impressions .

Puis ils écouteront la chanson en entier et ils essaieront de repérer des mots .. Ce document
n’est pas proposé pour un entrainement a la compréhension de l'oral mais pour une
Introduction/initiation au BLUES et a ses origines .

Les éleves vont faire un petit travail sur le personnage introduit dans la chanson

avec le script (his acts and feelings) puis, en groupes, vont chercher des éléments
d’information sur l'artiste Robert Johnson ou sur Le BLUES ( notes rédigées par chacun des
groupes et données au professeur en fin de séance/ récapitulatif distribué a I'ensemble des
éléves au cours suivant apres correction et réorganisation des écrits par le professeur)
Démarche possible :

° Listen to the short extract / beginning of the song :

- Music style/genre? Instrument(s)? = Blues, the guitar.

- What does it make you think of? African Americans/ slavery/ sadness / an emotionally
charged atmosphere, “I've got the blues”, | suffer from the blues...

- Listen to the song. Try to pick out some words, expressions. “the crossroad”, “standing

”n

at the crossroad”, “baby”, you can run”, “ my friend” ...



- With the script,

Pick out information about “I”. Bob / he is standing at the crossroads/ all alone“no sweet
woman” / found nobody/ nobody picked him up “Didn't nobody seem to know me” +
“tried to flag a ride” / turns to God for help “Lord”...

His feelings: helpless, hopeless / depressed / in low spirits “Save poor Bob”/ “poor Bob

n

is sinking down”, “my distress”.

-Going Further : the artist and the Blues
3 GROUPS :

Group 1: Find more about Robert Johnson: dates/ where he was born/ instruments he
played (Simple English Wikipedia)

Group 2 : Read the text entitled “The Blues Highway” + image and answer the following
qguestions : Where did many Southern black people go to during the first part of

the 20t century and why? / What is the birthplace of rock 'n’ roll and how was it created?
+ with the help of the text and the picture : itinerary of the Blues Highway?

Group 3: Discovering the blues (Comic Strip) : who sang the blues, why and where?



»
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Documents: 1. THE BLUES HIGHWAY(text + picture)
2. DISCOVERING THE BLUES (Comic strip)

The Blues Highway

At the end of the bitter Civil War, Southern slaves were
freed. But unfair legislation tied blacks to plantations
for many years to come, During the first part of the 20th
century. the lure of jobs and rights in America’s northern
cities, most notably Chicago, drew Southern workers
North, () The growing mechanization of the cotton
industry prompted yet more to travel as jobs in the South
were lost.

As these itinerant families traveled, so they took music
with them. Bluesmen roamed North aleng the Blues
Highway, developing a taste for music in every town
and city along the way, Memphis, St. Louis and, finally,
Chicago all began to hear the intoxicating rhythms of
jazz and blues. That music met other influences and
continued to develop, In Memphis, Delta blues, country
music from nearby Nashville and Southern gospel fused
to create rock ' roll. In Chicago, blues developed into a
more refined and urban sound and was amplified for the
first time to make itself be heard in noisy South Side clubs.

Richaet Kright, The Blases Highsoay (2003)

bliiies richard knight
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Discovering the Blues

TTS NG WONGER THAT THE MUSTE POLKS PLAVED:
WAS CALLED THE BLLES

THE SONGS THEY SANG T3 SURVTVE THE RACK-
ESEALING WOSK AND CETEN GRUEL 9055 NON
WERE CALLED FIELD HOLLERS OR WOSK SONES

Josh Ceben, The Mues Comic Book (2011



SEANCE 6 : « FINAL TASK »
Visionnage d’une scene du film « O Brother »réalisé par Joel Coen et Ethan Coen (2000)

I__szﬁsmﬁﬁ
IR o —

ou assemblage captures d’écran (cf document annexe)

Consigne donnée aux éleves :

Watch the short scene (or the pictures) taken from the film “O Brother” :

The black man is a musician who is hitchhiking on Highway 61.

He is telling the other passengers and the driver his story: who he is, where he is coming
from, where he is going to, why he is hitchhiking, what he is running away from, and what
he is dreaming about...

Imagine his story...

(préparation et enregistrement )



